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A Study on Physical Education Teachers of Secondary Schools Who Graduated from

Tokyo Women’s Gymnastics and Music School in the Late Taisho Era (1921 —1926):
An Analysis of the List of Personnel of Secondary Schools (published 1921, 1926)
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to clarify the actual situation of secondary school teachers who
graduated from Tokyo Women’s Gymnastics and Music School in the late Taisho Era. Material for
this study was acquired from the Lisz of Personnel of Secondary Schools (published 1921, 1926).

The results are as follows.

The names of 77 people (14.6% of previous graduates) in 1921, 192 people (23.5%) in 1926
were enrolled as secondary school teachers in the Lisz of Personnel of Secondary Schools. Of those
employed in secondary schools, girls’ high schools made up the largest group — approximately three-
fourths in both years.

Places of employment were in 34 prefectures including 2 overseas in 1921, 46 prefectures
including 3 overseas in 1926, and it clarified that places of employment have developed not only in
the main land but also in overseas.

The number of those employed gradually decteased to a small number after 9 years
employment. The length of their employment was short.

They took charge of more than 2 subjects rather than taking charge of only gymnastics.
Approximately 40% of them took charge of music and gymnastics in both 1921 and 1926.

Other than music, they also took charge of manners, sewing, tea ceremony, penmanship, science
or national language along with gymnastics.

The majority were unlicensed until they were able to acquire a gymnastics teacher’s license
(without examination) in March of 1925,

Private schools attempted to make up for the lack of female gymnastics (or gymnastic along
with music) teachers’ training in national schools.
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