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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to clarify the process of the career establishment of
temale physical education teachers before World War II from the perspective of gender
through their professional careers.

Historical materials for this study were acquired from the List of Personnel of Secondary
Schools and the Archives of Women's Higher Normal School and The Sixth Provisional Teacher
Training Institute.

In 1939, 21 years had passed since students had graduated from the “First Course of
Housework”. They were around 40 years old and only 14.3% of them worked as teachers.
After graduation, they had retired gradually. Considering graduates from the history of
the course, 53.6% of single graduates worked as teachers and 22.8% of married graduates
worked as teachers. The number of married graduates holding positions was less than half
of single graduates.

For teachers who taught a subject in conjunction with gymnastics, housework was the
most common second subject. Music, Japanese language, manners and sewing were also
taught. These subjects became the subjects that female teachers could play an active part in
for a long time, in addition to gymnastics and housework.

We observed that the number of graduates from both departments of the Sixth
Provisional Teacher Training Institute gradually became lower over time. This was
particularly true for married women.
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Therefore the numbers did not increase even if female physical education teachers were

being trained.

From the perspective of gender, marriage made the continuation as teachers difficult.

However, the career establishment of female physical education teachers was begun in

1939 with a minimal number of female physical education Teachers.
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