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Abstract

In this research, the recognition on corporal punishment towards small children
was asked. Eighty-nine female students who wish to obtain a teacher’s license from
kindergarten and primary school were asked how they recognized the necessity of corporal
punishment towards small children in their families, nursery schools, kindergartens, and
elementary schools by free description. Answers were analyzed by KH Coder (Higuchi,
2014). There were 62 participants (69.7%) who thought that corporal punishment for small
children at home was unnecessary. Nine participants (10.1%) thought it not so necessary.
Sometimes corporal punishment might be necessary to keep children away from danger.
Seventy-one participants (79.8%) thought that corporate punishment at kindergartens,
nursery schools and elementary school was unnecessary, whereas 9 participants (10.1%)
though it not so necessary. At the place of education, there was no need for corporal
punishment than in the family, and teachers should not hurt others’ children. After
presenting positive and negative points to corporal punishment, 57 participants (64.0%)
recognized that corporal punishment in the home was unnecessary, 11 participants (12.4%)
recognized it not so necessary. The ratio of “unnecessary” become somewhat lower. Sixty-six
participants (74.2%) described that corporal punishment at a nursery school, kindergarten,
and elementary school was unnecessary, 9 participants (10.1%) was not so necessary, the
proportion of “unnecessary” was still a little declining. Participants recognized that corporal
punishment was not good, but they might be influenced by the issues that they have not
considered so far, such as the possibility of using it as required evil to protect children from
danger.
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