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Abstract

This study reviews the existing literature on sport nationalism in Japan and details its
results and limitations. The literature review reveals that previous studies have identified
multiple incidences in which sports and nationalism have been found to be linked, and also
suggest a research methodology. Furthermore, three limitations were found in the earlier
research, namely that there is no specific definition of “nationalism”, that there are several
descriptive studies while explanatory studies are few, and that the studies often refer to
“extraordinary” examples, but rarely to “everyday” examples. Future works should discuss
how to define sport nationalism, include explanatory research into the link between sports
and nationalism, and identify “everyday” examples.
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