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Abstract

'This research, analyzing and comparing performed datotsu and seme style at quarter
finals and above, in total 55 matches, of All Japan Kendo Championships (men’s and
womens) in 2018 and 2019 before applying “The Provisional Regulations of Shiai and
Shinpan until COVID-19 will be Controlled” and those in 2020 and 2021 after its
application to clarify change in technical trend of top men’s and women’s players due to the
application, acquired valid findings to help coaching kendo players.

Regarding performing datotsu, while kote increased in targeted part at men’s matches,
ippon-uchi in men’s matches and both renzoku-waza and kaeshi-waza in women’s ones
increased respectively in waza category. While Aiki-waza increased in men’s matches, no
change was found in women’s ones. Regarding debana-waza and katsugi-waza, a high
proportion was found in men’s matches both before and after applying the Provisional
Regulation. Regarding seme style, “narrowing down maai by keeping one’s kamae”
increased both in men’s and women’s matches and “datotsu motion (feint)” and "lowering
kensen” decreased. “Narrowing down maai with defensive posture” was found in a certain
proportion both in mens and women’s matches before and after the application of the
Provisional Regulations.

The above results showed kendo’s excitement in match development such as
performing waza by keeping kamae and kaeshi-waza against opponent’s datotsu, etc. On
the other hand, technical trend of avoiding risks to win such as seme style of narrowing
down interval(maai) with defensive posture and an increase in kofe’s frequency was also

found.
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