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How do mothers recognize the border between discipline and child abuse?
: Exploring the “lay theory” on child abuse through analysis of free answer.
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Abstract

Mothers, whose first child was between 0 and 9 years old, were asked to rate the
degree to which they thought the slapping case, in which a mother slapped her three-year-
old child who ran out in front of a car, and to write freely about why they thought it was
abusive, as well as to write freely about the difference between discipline and abuse. The
mothers felt the responsibility of the parents to protect and discipline their children, that
the young children's verbal comprehension may be lacking, that the violence should not
be driven by the parents' emotions, and it was inevitable that their hands would be out of
control in emergency. Discipline is an act done for the benefit of the child and involves a
rational reason, and is about teaching a person what he or she needs to know, and hitting is
not desirable but sometimes necessary. Discipline was an act accompanied by love for the
child, and that violence based on emotions such as parental irritation was considered to be

abuse.
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